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By Mr. SMYSER : Petitiof:l of T. G. Go:t.·don and 71 other busi­
'ness men of ~ Tew Philadelphia, Ohio, against the parcels-post 
bill-to tlle Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. SULZER: Petition of the New York Board of Trade 
and Transpcrtation, for na.tional forest reserves-to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture. . 

Al o, 11etition of the Chicago Real Estate Board, for an ap­
propriation for general improvement of the Chicago River-to 
the Committee <>n Rivers and Harbors. 

Also, petition of the War Veterans ani! Sons' Association, 
against abolition of pension agencies---to the Committee . on 
Appropt·iations. 

Also, petition of Enjng Winslow, of Boston, Mass., for grant­
ing independence to the Filipinos-to the Committee on Insular 
Affairs. 

Also, petition of the National Wool Growers' Association of 
the United State , against forest resernltions on land not al-
ready tinlbered-to the Commitree on Agriculture. · 

Also, petition of the International Association of Machinists, 
fm.· a new building for the Naval Gun Fact<>ry foundry-to the 
Committee on :Kaval Affairs. 

Al o., petition of the Mru:itime .Association of the Port of New 
Y<Jrk, for enactment of bill H. R. 23714 {monument in memory 

. of De Long and his comrades)-to the Committee on the Ll­
brary. 

By Mr. TAYLOR of Ohio: Petition of F. B. Sbeedon, president 
of the Hocking Valley Railway, against a reduction of the appro­
priation for railw.ay transportation of the mails-to the Commit-
tee on the Post-Office and PosL.Roads. · 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

SuNDAY, Febnt@'Y 17,1907. 
The House met at 12 o'clock noon. 
The Chaplain, Rev. HENRY N. -GoODEN, D. D., offered the fol­

lowing prayer: 
Blcsse{], 'is the man that tcaU.:eth ~wt in the counsel of tho 

1.1/lfJOdly, nor standeth in tlw tcay of sinners, nm· sitteth in the 
b'eal of tlte SW!ilful. · -

But lt.is cl.cligf:tt is fn the law of the Lonl; and in His raw doth 
he meditate d-ay a11d night. 

A.1Hl he s1tall be like a tree planted by the 'rivers of 11.cater, that 
bringeth fm·th his fruit in liA-S sea on; his l eaf aJso shaU not 
wither; and wlwtsoet:er he doeth shan 11ro peT. 

Our Father in llea'ren, once more undeT the dispensation of , 
Tby pro>idence are ''e met witilin tlle e historic walis to pay a 
last tribute of respect to one who learned patience, wi dom, 
C'Ourage, fortitude, p~triotism, and nobility of soul at the feet of 
our martyred Lin oln, nnd who ser•ed fot· years on the floor of 
this Ron e witll ignal nbility, and died bel-oved by all who knew 
him. Grant, 0 mcst merciful Father, that his example may be 
an incenti1e to those wllo knew him and to those who ball 
eome after bim to pure living and patriotic citizenship, so thnt 
"·I.Jen .we pa from tlle scenes of this life men shall ri~e up and 
eall us bles~rl. 

C<Jmf<Jrt llis rollea1roes, friends., and kinsmen wi tb the blessed 
hope of the go~pel ; and help us to look forward with faith and 
confidence to a ble~sed. reward in some fairer life, where, witl1 
the redeemed. we Rball li>e fore1er; and Thine be the praise, 
through Jesu Chri t, our Lord. Amen. · 

·T!Je Journal of the proceedings ()f :re terday was read nud ap­
pro\ed. 

THE LATE REPRESENTATIVE HITT. 

1\lr. LOWDEN. Mr. Speaker, I offer the resolutions which I 
send to the C1e ·k's de k. 

Tbe SPEA.~R. The Clerk will report the resolutions. 
The Clerk read us follows : 
Rcsolvfd, That tht:; lmsiness of' the House · be now suspended, thn t 

opportnmty mn:v be g1ven f or tJ·ibutes to the memory of Tlnn. ROBERT n. 
HrrT. late n l'IIcmber of this House fr·om the St ate of Illinois. 

Resolt·cd, Th:;lt. as a p~~·.ticular m:-uk ~f _resp~ct to the memory of the 
decea sed and m recogmtwn of h1s distmgmshed public career the 
Ilonse, at the conclusion of these exercises. 'shall stand adjout·neci 

R esol ved, Thnt the Clerk communicate these resolutions to the Seuate. 
R(>Solt;ccl. That the Clerk send a copy -of these resolutions to the 

family of the d eense<L 
Too SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the resolu­

tions. 
'l'be resolutions were agreed to. 

.Mr. LOWDEN. l\Ir. Spenker, an olcl Rorn:m once sahl that 
man wa to be likened to n sentinel on duty, obliged to stay nt 
h}R post until summoned hence by bls commander. Pe.:·plexi­
ties migllt come., ill health might pre s lli.Ip clown, but he is 
bound, smilingly, if he can, patiently anyway, to bear the bur-

dens of the earth until released ·from a bo1e. The man w b-ose 
name we affectionately take upon our lips to-day, whose image 
i ·rn our hearts, illustrated by his life and death this everlastin~ 
hTrtll. More than a decade ago death was very near him, and 
during the ·time that since has intervened he ~new that he -wns 
under sentence to die almost any day. .And yet, never was 'be 
more useful to his country than dm·.ing these years. He was, in 
Yery truth, a sentinel on · guard, and serenely serred his oounh·y 
and his time until the summons came. T·here is nothing wllkh 
more dignifies man, which more benefits the wo;rld, than obelli­
ence to the law of service until the Tery end of life. The youn~ 
cun exhibit no triumph · of mind which, in sublimity, equals 
that of the old man--old as the worlu measures age--wJJo loo~s 
point-blank into eternity and genially a:nd graciously llelps to 
bear the burdens of the world. RonER:r RoBETITS HITT was fbJe 
in his splenilld youth ; h was finer still in his lat~t years. 
Though he h-new tbat death b:ad but gi>en him truce be Ja1i. heil • 
the best that was in bim upon his .country, familT. and fr1end.s. 
He made it easier for all of us to meet old age tmd to rnE>et it 
witll a smile. Never were his percep.tion keener. ll1s cllaritr 
broader, nor his affections d~eper than during tbe 1e...ry. l:1~ t 
year be walked the earth. His soul ne>er . bone more l'esplen­
dent than at this time, though his feeble body Yra galloping to 
the gra-\e. Then why shall we not belleTe tbat ile surTiov'"'d 
the clay where he once abode and that we shall meet bim y-et 
again? 

ROBERT RoRER'TS HrTT was born at Urbana, Obio, January 1G, 
1834. His parents were He\. Thomas H. llitt ami. Emilv J 0!m 
Hitt. Tbe former was a minister of tbe ~IetllodL t Clmrd1. 
When :ronng RoBERT was 3 yeat·s uf age his parents migrated 
to Ogle County. ill., a.nd settled at Mount ~!orris. Tlloma:- Hitt 
\\as described by those who knew :him as a man Df high c1u1r­
act"'r and ideals, denrted to his work. The pioneer preaeMr 
in every stage -of the de1elopment of this courttry llas b(YITie 
n conspicuous pnrt; '1.1Jomas Hitt was a fine tr11e of his dn~'>s. 
The mother of RoBERT wns a woman of g1·ent intellectual 
ability nnd beauty of ~'haraeter. This is the uniform testimony 
of those who knew ber be t. 

Young HrTT was educated ut Rock Ri\er . Semimtry and n.t 
De Pauw ni>ersitr. During his college course he grew deer>ly 
interested in the stenographic art and became a "ery accom­
l)lisbed sllm't.band reporter. He presened to hi-story the Lin­
coln-Douglas debates of fifty-eight, and it is said thnt l\Ir. T-in­
coin ne'\"er ar<J~e to speak during that epoch-making time until 
be bad assured himself that "noB" Hn'T "·as pre. ent aoo at 
his post. 'l'o us <Jf Illinuis he seemed the closest link · betre.en · 
the martyred Lincoln and the times "-e call our own. The con­
fidence in and friendship for HrTT which Lincoln cheri bed, th-e 
re1erence which HriT felt for Lincoln, who once was ours and 
now belongs to tbe world, made Lincoln seem verv near to us 
indeed. . ~ 

Mr. IIITT was first ecretary of ·legation n.t Paris from 1874: 
to 1 1 and charge d'affaires a Dart of that time. He was 
First Assistant ~ecretary of State under Blaine during Gar­
.field's Administration. He \\as elected to Cono-ress from the 
old Ninth Illinois district in 1882, and served ·continuously until 
the time of his death, September 20, l'D06. lie became chairman 
of tile Committee on Foreign Affait·s at the beginning of the 
Fifty-first. Congre s. He was appointed in July, 1898, by Presi­
dent McKmley, member Qf the commission t'O e tablish gorern­
ment in tlle Sandwich I lands. During i.be last years of bis life 
be was also Regent of the Smitllsonian Institution. 

M:r. BITT was married in 1874: to Miss Sallie Re:rllolds, a lady 
of. great beauty, charm of manner, and cultivati<>n of mind, who, 
"·1th tw~ Bans. Reynolds and W11U.am F., sur\i\e him. 

· His home was a happy one. Those who were privileo-ed to 
enter it found cultu:re and ho pita.Jity so graciomsly inter';o1en 
tllat e1ery Yi it there produced a delightful memory. 

Of Mr. IIJTT's C:'lreel.· in ongress, his old colleagues in this 
IIou~e are better fitted tban I to peak. I may be permitted. 
however, t o say that the people of our d.istrict were proud of 
his achievements and knew that his counsel wa of infinite 
"alue to~ the nation. In every crisis in our foreign affairs we 
turned confidently to · Washington. for we knew that the wise 
just. patient stutesman we lrnd ent you would be tieard. ' 

He was tbe ouJ of honer, and simplicity was the dominant 
quality of his mifi:d and heart. Elaborate logic, too much re­
fined, will IniRs the goal. where simple. unpretentious <lirectne s 
will win. This simplicity of which I speak was never more 
marked than in llis public utterances. There are two kinds of 
speeches-one intended to how tbe mntTelous mental ma­
<-hinery of the orator, the other to elucidate tbe . imp1e trnth 
from out a complex mass of facts. .l\Ir. HITT's method was tbe 
latter. 

-Genial .and gentle, he was the mo t lovable of ft~iends. The 
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ricbue s of llis mind made llim a center of interest in any com­
pany. Perfect naturalue s seemed his. And this is why be 
liked men and men liked him. He was equally at borne among 
tlle great :md small. He knew that rank and wealth "~ere 
but thiu di ,sguises.of tlle . oul." 

A.lrnost a quarter of a century ago, on an occa ion similar to 
tlJis, he, whom we mourn to-day, in speaking of Major Hawk, 
who bad preceded him as Representative to Congress, used these 
\YOrds: 

He ·satisfied his constituents-no easy task, for that Galena district 
bad been accustomed to being represented by men of -national reputa­
tion, Baker, Washburne, Burchard, "ith · whom be would be com­
pared. But · the people appreciated his solid qualities, his worth, his 
faithful services. They trusted and honored him again and again, and 
when he was cut off so untimely they mourned his death as a personal 
sou-ow. 

These words seem to ha-ve been .as prophetic of his own career 
· a they were descriptive of that other career then just clo ~ed. 
He was .alway proud of his district, and the di trict justified 
bim in his pride. If thrift, intelligence, patriotism, and self­
respect are, as I believe, the qualities which finally give su­
periority to men the people of this district are second to none 
anywhere. He had an affection for the old district, and it 
loved him. 

It is indeed a notable district. It was the home of Grant 
and Rawlins, upon whom that great captain leaned. It was 
o~ce represented in tlJe Congress of the United States by Baker, 
who fell at Bull Bluff wllile yet "~i fame was in its da\Yll. ' 
Early in the fiftie , before the Republican party was born, this 
district sent Elihu B. Washburn to this Chamber, where lle re­
mained until he became minister to France. · Then came Ho­
ratio C. Burchard, who was a recognized autlJority on all ques­
tions of finance. He in turn was followed by Robert M." A. 
Hawk, a gallant oldier who died all too soon, the result of 
wounds receiv.ed in the civil war. From then until a few 
months ago, ROBERT ROBERTS IliTT was tlJe fitting Repre enta­
tive of the historic Galena district. Of the great ·group I llave 
named Burchard alone suryi y-es, and the evening of his life 
is gently closing in about him. 

I llave heard many regret that Mr. lliTT's distinguished serv­
ices to his country did not bring him higher place. I can syrnvu­
thize with the thouglJt wbicll prompts the regret, but I do not 
join in the conclusion reached. It seems to me that to have 
served his country witlJ the ability and fidelity which always 
characterized him, to have spent the last quarter of a century 
of his life in t}lis great body, to have won its admiration and 
1.·espect and now to live in its affections "is a perfect public career. 

On a lovely September afternoon, near the beautiful town 
in which he liYed, I beheld the dust of ROBERT ROBERTS HITT 
de cend into the earth. It eemed to me as I stood there that 
much of the briglltness of this world had also gone into that 
grave. But what we saw was not our friend-it was only the 
garment of his immortal soul. Some place, we know not how 
nor where, that bright, bewitching, and gentle mind, that tender 
love, have found full play. 

l\lr. LARK of l\li ouri. l\lr. Speaker, 
With deep aff8ctlon 
And recollection 
I often think of 

RoBERT RoBERTS Hn"r. He was as fine a gentleman as his 
g.eneration could how; able, kind, generous, courteou , grace­
ful, gentle, faitllful, with a wealth of experience and knowl­
edge equalea by few Repre entatiyes or Senators and excelled 
perbap by none. He possessed the somewhat unusual faculty 
of imparting information without even a hint of superiority, 
and, therefore, without offense. He knew not only men but 

. books, being a most diligent and entbusiasti~ student of the 
great masters in both English and French, for, among hi 
many accomplishments, he read the language of :Moliere, Vol­
taire, Bossuet, and 1\Iirabeau with the ease and precision of a 
Parisian. . 

King Solomon hath it that" Words fitly spoken are like apples 
of gold in pictures of silver." In the rush and swirl of thing. 
here what our lamented friend Col. Charles .Fremont Cochran, 
of St. Joseph, 1\Io., wa wont to denominate "the old and ex­
perienced Member," sometimes fails in that thoughtful kind­
ne ·s and valuable ugge tion which w-ould cheer the new .Mem­
ber out of that feeling of utter forlornne which comes to mo t 
men upon tlJeir fir t appearance here. Thi Capitol, like "Fame's 
proud temple, shine afar," with an ii·resi tible fascination to 
tlle aspiring man ; but upon entering it, commissioned to sit 
in the seats of the mighty, he finds the v~terans so busy witll 
tbeit· own plans, labors, ambitions. and schemes that he feels 
as lone orne as did Alexander Selkirk on his desert isle. As 
I have now come to be one of Cochran's " old and experienced 

Member._," I make free to suggest tllat we hould uhvays bo 
careful to give the ne"·comers tlJe glad lland. 'Ve may be wel­
coming statesmen unaware . 

This train of thought wa. suggested by my experience with 
l\lr. Chairman HrTT. At tbe beginning of tlle Fifty-fifth Con­
gre , r\·ben I returned to tbe Hou e after two years of involun­
tary rustication, I wanted l\lr. Speuket· Reed to place me on the 

ommittee on Rivers and Harbors, which be would not do, say­
ing that I bad too rriany rivers in my district, but. that he would 
giye me a better assignment. l\Iy friend, Senator JosEPH WEL­
nox BAILEY, then the mi:aority leader in the Bouse, tried to dis­
suade me from my purpose to go on Rivers and Harbors, promis­
ing to use his influence witll Speaker Reed to give me a good 
committee. I . was never certain, however, where I would land 
until the Ia t night of the extra session in the summer of 1897; 
when, just before the committees were announced, l\lr. HITT 
came over to my desk, placed his hand affectionately upon my 
shoulder, asked me if I thought be and I could get along ami­
cably together on a committee, told ·me of my a ignment, and . 
welcomed me most cordially to membership on the great Com­
mittee on Foreign Affair , composed of a rare set of men, where 
I served six years with great profit to mys If and, I hope, with­
out deh·iment to the country. From that night, by reason of 
tlJut gracious action on the part of l\lr. BITT, I loved the man 
with something of filial affection and shall always fondly cherish 
his memory. 

If I bud tbe entire membership of the next House before me 
I would feel y-ery much like deliy-ering a lecture on the relative 
value of committee a ignments ;. it might save much of heart­
burning; and the fir t thing I would tell them w~mld be that 
member llip on Foreign Affairs is much underrated generally. 
It is not merely a dre s-pnrade committee, as orne folks 
imagine. It bas multifarious duties, mo t of them important, 
some of extreme delicacy, and other of far-reaching con e­
quence . In my six year's service on it two great debates grew 
out of bills which we reported and on which the committee was 
divided. 

Governor ~eison Dingley gave me · some valuable information 
about committees out of his large experience. 

I once a ked him ns to the comparative value of places on 
Ap11ropriutions and Way and Mean . He said that as a mental 
training they were both of the _highest value i~ precisely oppo-
ite directions-that service on Appropriations drove a man 

into details while service on Ways and Means forced him into 
generalizatlon; that a rea onable service on both was of in­
calculable value as an educ:,1.tion proce . I have neyer re­
ceiYed more suggestive information than that. In thi con­
nection it is not out of place to remark that Governor Dingley 
wa much more of a philosopher than be was commonly credited 
with being . . A man knowing what he thought on the tariff and 
what I think on that subject may be surpri ed to learn that 
be once gan~ me what I consider pointers of prime value as to 
the theory of making a tariff revision bill from my own stand­
point; but that is a fact neyertheles , for which I am grateful 
to him, though in his grave. 

1\Ien may come and men may go, but the great Committee on 
Foreign Affair will neyer have a chairman more thoroughly 
ideal in equipment, character, manner, and conduct than was 
l\lr. Chairman HITT. 

Everybody acqua inted with my mental processes knows that 
to talk of Col. Thomas Hart Benton has become a sort of facl 
with me. It is not unlikely that I sometime bore people about 
him. I do not belieT"e that "The Great 1\Iis om·ian" bus bad a 
fa ir deal in history, which I intend lie shall baYe if I live long 
enough. 

So one morning in the last year of Senator George Frisbie 
Hoar's life, he and I happened to come up to the Capitol to­
getlJer on a street car. I said: 

Senator, which knew the more, John Quincy Adams or Col. Thomas 
H. Benton? · 

With a merry twinkle in his eye, he replied: -
It it had been left to them to decide, both knew the more. 

'l'llen he added : 
Well tbat is hardly a f ait· statement. They differed so much in 

their ti'elds of iny-e t igation that it is difficult to compare tbem. John 
Quincy Adams knew mot·e about our foreign affairs than any other 
American of bis time, and Colonel Benton knew more about our do­
mestic affairs than any American of his time. 

A pbilosopbic remark, surely. So, I tllink, it may be stated 
"·itbout exaggeration tllat ::\Ir . . IIITT knew as much about our 
foreign relations as any man of his time. 

His whole life had been a h ·a ining for that high, onerous, and 
delicate position . . As a youth lle reported for Abraham Lincoln 
the far-re ounding Pouglus and Lincoln 9.ebate -which in itself 
was a liberal political education. Such a privileo-e as sitting at 
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the -feet of Abraham Lincoln and Stcpben A. Douglas to learn 
wi dom comes to few young men. It not only brought him into 
close personal contact with those mental Titans, but g:r•e him 
a splendid coign of \antage from \Ynkh to yiew and measure 
the big Illinoi ans of that clay, and what a magnificent array it 
was: Douglas, Lincoln, David Davis, General Shields, Lyman 
Trumbull, Dick Yates tbe fir t, Dick Oglesby, Leonard Swett, 
llichardson, Browning, Elihu B. Washburu, Long John \\Tent­
worth, the Loyejoys, John A. Logan, John l\I. Palmer, John A. 
:\IcCiernand, William R. :Morrison, and Joseph l\Iedill. 

Besides these and otller seasoned veterans '\\hose voice bas 
filled . the trump of fame, Senator SHELBY l\I. CULLO:ll was be­
ginning bis long career, and, l\Ir. Speaker, your political star, 
now blazing like Sirius at the zenith, '\Yas just peeping aboye the 
horizon. 

A sociation with tho c men-even a passing glimpse at them- · 
was e-nough to sencl any youngster upon a political yoyage. 
· It is apropos to tme that one of the mo t dramatic pieces of 
})rose in our yernacular is in The Crisi ,. whel'e Winston 

hurchlll - de cribes tb~ Freeport debate betwixt Douglas and 
Lincoln in 1 58, at which time and place was settled not only 
tile Illinois United States Senatorship for '\Yhich they were 
wrestling, but also the stupendous issue of the Presidential.elec-
tion of 1860. · 

Seldom in this world has there been-seldom in this '\YOrld 
wil1 there be-a que tion ask-ed and ans"·ered on '\Yhich hinges 
. uch momentous events as upon the question so carefully for­
mulated by Lincoln, so carefully recorded by HrTT, and so 
promptiy ans'\Yered by "the Little Giant." 

It seems to me that if tbe thousands of men, women, and chll­
dren a embled in that soggy grove, in that drizzling '\Yeather, 
thnt day at Freeport, ·could have really comprehended the full 
. ignificance of Lincoln's que tion and the words of Douglas, 
they would have shrieked '\Yith terror and would have fled 
appall-€d; but f0rtunately, mercifully-

Heaven from all creatures hldes the book of fate. 
Oh ! Blindness to the f-uture kindly given, 
That each may 1ill the circle marked by heaven. 

And no hmrian being there that day except Lincoln himself· 
appears to bav-€ thought that anything had been accomplished 
:x:cept that Lincoln bad reelected Douglas to the Senate-which 

he had. It seems to have occurred to no one there except to 
r_.incoln what is clear to everybody now-that by tbn.t day's 
work Linceln had not only lost to Douglas the splendid prize 
of the Senatorship, but had won for himself the m<>re splendid 
prize -of the Presidency; but such is the truth of hist<>ry. 

The "Bob Hill" to whom Churchill so frequently refers in­
tbose intense chapter , and hom Lincoln loved and leaned 
upon, was ROBERT ROBERTS HITT. 

When Mr. Churchill comes to issue a new and revised edi­
tion of his thrilling novel, he should strike out the name of 
Hill and insert HITT. 

After tho e debates, l\Ir. HrTT bad a position in WaShington 
which enabled him to study at short range the great men here­
e pecia1ly the Missouri giant, James S. Greene, who bad no 
. uperior in the Senate, a -statesman of whom Mr. HrTT de-
lighted to peak. . 

For years Mr. HITT was our secretary of legation and charge 
d'affaires to the Frencll court. '£his service brought him into 
close contact '\Yitb the cboice spirits of the Third Republi<; 
Thiers, Gambetta, l\lcl\Iabon, Victor Hugo, and the rest; also, 
of course, he was thr·o"n into the company of the diplomats 
from otber lands. 
~he ne~1: step in his diplomatic education was that he served 

as Assistant Secretary of State under James Gillespie Blaine 
wllen that brilliant man ·was in the flower of his years and in 
the prime of his splendid powers. 

Thus equipped and thus educated, Mr. HITT entered the 
House, '\\here he serYed nearly a quarter of a century and 
where from the first he '\Yas considered an authority on all 
matters }lertaining to our foreign relations. He was a model 
cbairman. He '\YOUld have made a model Secretary of State 
or an ideal ambassador to .a foreign court. 

If his healtb had been good, he . probably would haye been 
clectecl Vice-Pre ident in 1994, perhaps '\Yithout a conte t for 
the nomination, as it is generally understood that Yice-President 
FAIRnANKS did not really desire the position-at any rate '\Yas 
not an actiye ·candidate. It is afe to say that had Mr. llrrT 
been elected, be "·ould llave discharged the duties of that ex­
alted station with such consummate grace and tact as to recall 
the days of Aaron Burr, who, notwithstanding the odium which 
rests upon his name, is still rankecl by the traditions of the 
Senate as foremost among its pre iding officerf:. 

~Ir. HrTT made it :1 point to give one state dinner to his com­
mittee during each Congres ional term, and I feel certain that 

all -·who served under him on ilis committee \'Viii bear me wit-
. ness tbat to accept his ho pitality was a delight, for we all felt 
tllat we were welcome guests-inYited not on -compulsion, but 
because he really wi. bed. to contribute to our happiness .and to 
cement our friendship. Such courtesies mny be clas ed among 
th<>se which General Garfield once felicitously character·ized as 
" the flowers groTI"ing oTer the dh·iding walls of partisan 
politics." 

~Ir. HrTr '\Yas one of the finest raconteur I baye ever kno'\YD. 
His mind '\Yas stored '\Yith anecdo-tes of the riche t character 
about the most interesting personages of botb hemispheres; and 
be '\Yas a rare artist in conversation. Many of his friends, in­
cluding myself, begged him to wTite a book of reminiscences, 
and it's a pity-a positive loss to literature-that be did not 
do so. 

On March 4 I "ill bm·e seryed melve years -here. \\hen 
this Congress becran, there were thirty-nine Members TI"ho bacl 
serTed longer. Fifteen of these wi1l not be ~lembers of the 
Hou~e in tile Sixtieth Congres . Thus rapidly changes the per­
sonnel of tbis body-once more teaching us '\Yhat shado'\Ys we 
are and '\Yhat sbado'\Ys '\Ye pursue. 

l\lr. PAYKE. i\lr. Sp-eaker, my acquaintance with RonERT R. 
HITT b-egflll jn December, 1883, at the opening session of the 
Forty-eighth ·Congress. His Congressional career commenced a. 
year earlier, be bnving been elected in November, 1882, to fill a 
vacancy which follo'\Yed the death of his predecessor. From my 
earliest acquaintance with bim I enjoyed his nersonal friend hlp 
until th~ end of his life. 

He completed menty--four ;rears of continuous service here, 
an honor and distinction which has rarely been accorded to any 
Repre entative. This continued fidelity of his constituents 'i\"ho 
sent him here was most creditable to them as it '\Yas honorable 
to ::\lr. HITT. 

He came here after a thorough poTitical training. As a boy 
at the ·post-office in the village £tore he '\Yas regularly perched 
upon a box or barrel to read from the New York Tribune from 
some publis-hed speech of a statesman li.k-€ William H. Se'\Yard or 
an editorial from the pen of Ilorace Greeley to the few ·Repub­
licans who in the early days of the party gatbered about waiting 
for th-€ir mail. He said to me fhat he had first regarded these 
speeches ~nd wi·itings as <lull and uninteresting. Later he be­
came interested and by them '\Yere laid tile foundation of his 
political character '\Yhich made him .a firm beliewr in the princi-
ples of his party. . 

Later it was 'his good fortune to be able to take do'\Yn in 
shorthand the great debate between Abraham Lincoln and 
Stephen A. Dougla-s, a debate tbat paved the way for Lincoln's 
eleyation to · the Pre idency and found for bim a place among 
the world's imll}()rtals; it lil.:ewi .. e added new luster to the 
already great renown of Douglas. 

::\Jr. HrTT's first public service '\Yas as first secretary of the 
legation in Paris, in which capacity he served from 1874 
to 1881, and during a portion of the time, in the absence of 
his chief, acting as charge d'affaires ad interim. In l\larch, 
1881, he was appointed A istant Secretary of State, '\Yhich 
office he held until he took his seat in Congress during the fol­
lowing year. As a legislator his principal work was in con­
nection with our foreign affairs. He ·was a member of the 
House Committee on Foreign Affairs during nearly all of his 
senice here and was for an unprecedented period its chah~­
man, the honored position which he ·held at the time of his 
death. 

For a comprebensive lrnoTI"ledge of our foreign relations and 
a thorough understanding of every diplomatic question that 
bas arisen l\Ir. IIITT had no superior. He had always at his 
command the details {)f eyery complication that arose bemeen 
foreign countries, the history of all important matters which 
led up to the issue, and '\Yould often in an offhand conversation 
surp1ise the oe:st of the world's diplomats by his thorough 
anal~·sis and conclusions. He '\Ya:s often sought for information 
and counsel. Tbougil bis tastes and his life work were more 
distinctiYely connected with questions of foreign intercourse, 
be was equally well posted upon all questions of a national 
character. 

Ile was a thorough gentleman, kind, obliging, and diplomatic, 
but not the least exclusive. He had an inner circle of friends, 
because some admired him and sought him more than others; 
but he had a kind '\YOrd. for all ; was the same amiable, inde­
pendent gentleman to everyone with '\Yhom he came in contact. 
He was a good politician Q.S well as a statesman. It was my 
good fortune to speal.: --with him from the same platform to some 
of his ·people in a r'ecent campaign. He not only showecl keen 
knowledge of public affairs, but drawing his illustrations from 
business incidents in the locality, giving the names of the 
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parties, the dates of the transaction, Ilis appeal was one of the 
most forcible to · which I e>er listened. He was a good mixer 
among the crowd that gatilered about llim; bad a good memory 
for names and incidents in the li>es of tlle men whom be met. 
This appearance of Mr. HrTT among his own people, and the 
e>ident regard and warm friendsilip witil which they greeted 
llim, \Tas proof that they kept Ilim here not only becau~e they 
admired him for Ilis greatne s of character, but because they 
lo>ed him as a man. ' 

Mr. S})eaker, others \Yill peak of :Mr. HrTT as Ile appeared to 
tilem. I only speak briefly of him as he appeared to me witilout 
dwelling upon Ili. o-reat public service. He wa · a manly man, 
a higll·toned gentleman in the best ense a faithful friend, a 
wi ·e and industrious public servant, a kind. fatller, and a de­
>oteu lmsband. His life was an illustration of American man­
llood at it be t. 

l\lr. COUSIXS. l\Ir. Speaker, when it comes to tlle In t anal­
Y i f tile clla racter of men who baye served con picuously for 
any considerable period in American public life, the re ·ult is 
u ually a verdict of es ential virtue. 

For exnmpl_e, if we con ider our Pre i<lents in lli story, an ex­
pose of their cilaracters and accomplisllruents affords an in­
spiration and a rea lization wllicil involves botll genuine good­
ne s and distinguislled ability that cilallenges tlle world and all 

· time for comlXtrati>e exnmple . · 
If we consider our judiciary in history altogether, tile record 

of tlleir aclmini tration f equity and law-that is to sny, of 
justice--re>eal no IJ!ur upon the ermine of tllat order uffi­
cient eyen to taint it · shroud nor to discourage any man who 
feel the deeper in piration of ability and exalted character. 

Wilen we contemplate, as we do to-day, the legislator· of our 
nation in its hi , tory-I mean by that tlle men whose eyes are 
closed fore>er fr m our country and tlle "-oriel aml from tlle 
mace; \Those ears nre deaf to praise and to the ga>el's fall, and 
wllo. e llenrts no longer feel tlle thrill of aetion nor of noble 
PU11JO_se · and of honest deeds, nor tlle faitllful friendship of 
comrade and con tituents-the conclu ion in no way emhar­
ras es the contemplation, but rather leads it furtller into deeper 
consideration of the characters inyolvecl. 

Lamenting the loss of his living presence, lli · yitulizing use­
fulness, and llis sympathetic helpfulne s, we trt>n ure not only 
for ·to-day, but for all ti_n;1e, in the record and the memories of 
men the accomplisilments and character and the friend hip of 
ROBERT ROBERTS HITT. 
~ There are always two elements that make up and round out 

Ilu.man characters, the inberent and the adventitious-tllnt 
whicll we bring with us into the world and that which sur­
roundings and associations gi>e us. :Mr. llrrr was peculiarly 
favored by unusual endowments in botil these elements. His 
ance tors were pioneer . Tiley were of tllat stuff whicll pro­
duces rugged, cultured men. 'Tiley helped to mark the earlr, 
toiLome trail of labor, usefulness, and ci vilizntion on our riel!, 
young we tern wprld. They belonged to that matchless band 
of pioneer v1ilo fenred neither the lurking danger of tlle for­
e t nor sll1·ank from the bnrdships of ad>enture · nntl preemp­
tion. The grandfather carne to Ollio from Lincoln'· natiye 
State, Kentucky and tllen they went togetller in a colony . to 
tlla t wondrous . region of the rivers and the llills of Illinois, 
em·Iy enough to feel the riel! , life-giving inspirations of tilat 
yirgi:n oil and to realize the thrift of it fertility and tile \irtue 
of it terling manllood and de>oted womanhood. They foun<leu 
~cllools and cburcbe · and helped to ci>ilize the wild . Tiley 
flouri lled with that mighty . element of early settlers whose 
progeny continuou ly pre ed farther, e>en to the western ·ea 
and setting sun. 

lloBERT U. HrTT, woo uegan llis life at Urbana Ollio, in 1 3:1:. 
llad better opportunitie · thai~ most men of pioneer days for de­
Yelopment tllrough adYnntages of ci rcum tances and a .. ocia­
tions. In tlle fir t .place, the natural surrounding· were of that 
rugged sort wllicb forbade inclulge~ces in>olYing phyRi~n! dete­
rioration and whicll at the same time offered opportumtles for 
education. He was schooled fir t at Rock Ri>er Seminary, in 
Illinois, which his father Ilad aided in e tauli ·bing, and then 
wa O'ruduatcd at Asbury Uni'n:>r ·ity (now De rauw), in Indiana. 
But 1~erhap · tlle greate t fortune of hi. ad>entitiou realization., 
was the ovportuuitr wllicil brought llim into close association 
witll that wondrous cllaracter, Abraham Lincoln, in reporting 
the Lincoln-Douglas debate , ::mel. in tlle closer association· of 
confiuential and per~onal employment. 

Of all a<.lrantno-es that may happen to a young mind capable 
of understanding, nGi:iling can possibly count for so much in the 
\Yay of uustantiu1 mental beuefit aud inspiration as intimate 
a. :-;o<-iation witll <l great character ·. 

Of all. pllenonena in our strange world, the only thing that 

holds us constantly and of whicll we neYer tire is lluman intel­
lect, indi>iduality, tllat per onal something which manifests 
itself originally and in countless ways, througll thougilt or 
deed or m~locly or d1·eam. that somet11 iug which i always and 
fore>er impo sible until, like its own peculiar geniu., it mani­
fe ts itself. · 

But \Yitll all the ad>entitious element tllat contriiJuted to hi 
life ~md u efulness tlle kindliest and gentle t of nil aiUs anu 
inspirations was the life as ociation witll tllat llelpful and distin­
guisiled consort who snrYi>e to-day aud witll \vllom we sllare in 
mourning, offering to ller and to her family our deep condolence 
and assurance of fondue s and re:pect. 

After the eminent advantages of snell distingui ·b <.1 as ·ocia­
tions our friend enjoyed the opportunities of exten i>e foreign 
trayel and of obserTation, "-bich fitted him so preeminently for 
his ub equent duties as a member of tlle Commiftee on Foreign 
Affair in this great body, which position, as Repres ntntiye 
from the State of Illinois, lle occupied \vith unusual ability nml 
~xqui ite tact for ·ixteen years. during twel>e of \Yilich lle wa · 
our chairman. It vm in that eli tingui bea position during the 
migllty and e\e:ntful year since 1 !)0, Cl'O :ino- the tilre bold Of 
tile hYentieth century, tilat llis great and con eryatiye abilitit-H 
sencd so ·afely and o well the people nnd the interest of the 
American nation. . 

Ko mim cnn calculate tlle yalue nf his deyote<.l, intelligent, 
and diJ)loruatic sen-ices in that period of nearly hYo decack~ . 
It i · neither necess:1ry nor fitting in tllis brief hour of personal 
tributes to analyze the many international exigencies in which 
h i. supei:ior tact and wi. dom were preeminently displayE-d. 
Ili ton Ila: recorded their re ·ult ·. Biograpily will detail an<.l 
r<.'couu·t tilem, and future generations will reYere the memory 
of llim wllo \Yrougllt so nobly and effecti-vely. 

It was over tilere uy tile ~ea wllere he tarried in the ummer 
days Ia t year, beseeclling God and nature for tlle strength to 
come to us again. But nt last the sea failed to send llim back to 
us, and uow we mourn together. 

Years and years ago I beard a ulack man sny of .Abraham 
Lincoln that the seYerest critici m could eli co>er in him notlling 
that affection would conceal. For tlle fir t time, after more 
than a decade, that utterance flasilecl upon my memory wllen I 
learned that our chairman and our friend could neYer come to 
us again. 

Mr. L..A)JAR. Mr. Speaker, tlle cllaracter and fame of ~Jr. 
HrTT as a public man are secure. in tile hi ·tory of lli · country. 

:Ko critic could dimini ll it. Ko eulogist need seek to add to 
it. :JJr. HrTT bad been well prepared for the important post in 
tlle Honse of Representatiyes of cllairman of the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

For seYen years Ile bad been .,ecretary of tlle .American lega­
tion at Paris. He bad ueen A.. s i ·tnnt ecretary of State. 

Tilo. e who sened witil him in Congre ·.- can be ·t penk of the 
sagacity and bigll intelligence lle alway lJ~·ougbt to b~m· upon 
J)Ublic question·, and p culiarly tho e toucllmg our fore1gn rela­
tions. 

l\Iy ·enice upon tlle Committee on Fore.io-n Affa irs witll :JJr. 
IIrr.r was only for a year prior to hi. pa sing a'i\·ny. Familiar 
for year·· past wHb hi eminent public 4 Career , m~· per onal ac­
quaintance began with Ilim with my mem!Jersllip in the Hon~e of 
Repre cntatives ,in the Fifty-eigbt.h Congre s. . 

1 shall lea>e to others who kne\Y llim nnd serYed longer w1th 
him to speak of hi. de ~er>edly succe. sful puulic career . I de­
sire to bear testimony to those engngiug personal qualitie that 
can ed those wilo came in contact witll l\Ir. IIITT not only to 
admire but to lo>e ilim. 

Who that e>er met him could forget his fine intelligence, 
and omething more tilan tllat, lli graciou manner, lli kindly 
heart? He exhibited to me more tilan once hi intere t in 
mv dutie upon tlle ommittee on Foreign .Affair . . 

·:JJore than once lle made frienuly suo-O'e tions, helpful to me 
in my ~:ervi ce upon that committee. · · 

With a proper firmness of character, Mr. JllTT had in an emi­
nent degree the charm of gentlene · and gentl con. i<.let·ation 
for others. 

An Engli b poet wrote that lle would not plnce upon ilis list 
of friend a man who. tllough graced with sen. e. yet, lacking 
sensibility, would et lli foot needle sly upon _a wot·n1. Tlle 
clla rm of Mr. HITT·s pernonalitr was hi exquis ite en ibility, 
united with fine sense. 

Mr. HrTT was a gentle mnn. lie wa tlH,; true, clliyalric gen­
tleman. 

~ Jr. DALZELL. )Jr. Speaker. tlle >ery great este m in wllich 
I held l\Ir. HITT in hi s lifetime and in which I h old hi memory 
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now, together witll tlle recollection of the friendly interest that 
he always manifested in me, lead me to pay my humble tribute 
to lJiS memory on thi · occa ion. He always seemed to me from 
the time \Yhen I first knew him to be a man of mark among his 
fellows, coru;picuous for his great and varied knowledge, both 
of IJooks and of men, his tactfulness in dealing with the latter, 
and the uniform courtesy that made his a. charming per ·onality. 
I ne,er spent any tilile, ho"·e,er brief, in l\lr. HITT's company 
tllat I did not feel that I had learned something. It is not to 
be \Yondered at that his accompli ·bments "\\ere \aried. His 
public career covt>red some of the most critical periods of our 
history and brought him into contact with its most famous men. 
Prom the civil \Tar to the end of t_he Spanish "\\ar, from Lincoln 
to noo ewlt--of all the happenings of those tem11e tuous time 
he lmd a rigllt to say, "Quorum pars magna fui." As a young 
man be reported the famous Lincoln-Douglas debates, and 
drank in from the Tery fountain head the in piration of the prin­
ciple· for wllich the martyred President stood. To come into 
contact with Abraham Lincoln "·as in itself an inspiration. 
That great pri\'ilege Jlr. BITT enjoyed, and the memory of it 
followed him like the savor of a sweet incense througl10ut all 
the years of hi life. 

It "as his fortune to lJe pre"ent at the downfall of the second 
French Empire, to witness the rise of the Republic, and by hi& 
tactfulness and good judgment to contribute to tlle "\\elfare and 
content1nent of his fellow-countrymen in Paris during the 
stormy days of the Franco-rrussian war, when · be "as first 
secretary of legation and charge d'affaires ad interim at Paris. 

It wa no le his fortune to be the trusted friend and enjoy 
the companionship of the brilliant Blaine, whose Assistant he 
was as Secretary of State. . 

He was actiYe, zealous, and exceedingly efficient as a regent 
of the Rmithsonian Institution, · ardently devoted to the carry­
ing out of tlle objects of that great pbilanthror1y, and rendering 
to the dutie · of his position such marl~ecl attention as has in­
separably linked his name with its work and history. As I see 
hi.-; 11ortrait hanging on its wall. I am struck with the appro­
:Rriateness of the place for it. The calm, scholarly atmo·sphere 
is sugge ti\e of one pllase of :i\1r. BITT's character, for he Joyed 
his lJook and Joyed to be surrounded by them. 

But it was a · a Member of tlle House of Representatin's that 
1Je made his greatest and be ~ record. For twenty-four con­
secuti,·e years be gaye to his constituents and to his country 
the fruitful senice of his cultiva.ted mind, his mature judg­
ment, his wise counsel, and his forceful effort!:'. He was no 
idler, no fitful worker, but an earnest, honest, faithful, everyday 
worker in the field of legislati-on. He was the warm, trustecl, 
intimate friend of that greatest of parliamentary leaders known 
in the history of the English-speaking people, Thomas B. 
Reed. As to all matters relating to international ·Jaw and 
international relations be was the one recognized authority 
not orily by his o"-n prirty, but by all parties. He slmred the 
c nfidence of President McKinley and was one .of his most 
relied-upon advisers. A. participant in the administration of 
his eountry' affairs during the period covered by the Presi­
deuC'ies of Hayes, Garfield, .Arthur, Cleveland, and Harrison, 
be was a sharer also _in the new career upon \Yhicll his country 
entered during the Administration of McKinley and nooseYelt, 
the period of expansion of world po"·er. To tile new problems 
presented he ga\e his earnest consideration ::mel to their solu­
tion llis wise counsel. He was one of the commis ioners to 
e..:tnblish a government for Hawaii on its annexation to the 
Unitetl State . · · 

1\lr. IIITT died full of sears and of honors. His life is a part 
of the hi ·tory of. his time. In him were united in a marked 
degree the qualities of the scholar and of tlle ·man of affairs. 
Hi ideals \Yere high ; his actions loyal to them. The world is 
better becau e be lived in it. As husband, father, frtend, he wore 
the ·white flower of ·a lJlameless life. And to that inner cirCle of 
his llome, of whicll be· was the light and center, be left the 
pric-eless legacy of a life of lo\e and tenderne3. ·. 

1\lr. LA.CEY. Mr. Spenker. ·RoBERT H. Bin's long and hon­
orable career in this House bas been of lasting serTice to the 
cotmtry, and bns left his name as another addition to the list of 
great and worthy men giyen by Illinoi: to the nation. 
. He "·as a pioneer in the ad: of stenography, and, at a time 
when there were but few men in the West who could take an 
accnrate report of an extemporaneous speech, lle reported ::md 
published the great debate between Lincoln and Douglas ·in 
their cam11aign for the Senatorsllip in Illinois in 1858. To this 
point the. minds of his friemls naturally turn as the beginning 
of his career. 

. It often l!appen tlwt defeat is the stepping stone to higher 

success, and Lincoln, . though defeated for tlle office of Senator, 
became an object of great national interest. · 

1\Ir. BITT preEerved Lincoln's exact words for the llistorlan 
and marked an epoch in our history. · · 

.Mr. Hn-r's chief serYice to his country in Congress was in 
the Committee on Foreign .Affairs, where he was looked upon as 
the highest national authority. 

His training in the diplomatic senice esr ecially fitted him 
for this woi'k. 

The House of Representati~es is alw·ays ready to listen to t'lte 
man who has something to say upon a public question wbicb he* 
thoroughly understands. Hel})ful men always get an attentiYe 
hearing. . 

1\Ir. lliTT bad giyen earne. t attention to all general and 
political subjects, but he had · specia1izel1 upon the questions 
relating to our foreign affairs until his colleagues naturally 
turned to him for guidance. Another great Illinoisan, John 
Hay, was at the b~acl of the State Department, a most worthy 
succe~sor to the cllair of Webster. l\lr. HITT was a very mode 't 
man, but he was always willing to gi\e the ..Administration 
and the Congress the lJenefit of his constant study and clear · 
and incisi\e logic. 

He "·as a thorough diplomat, arid, though he took -vigorous 
and pronounced positions in delJate, his uniform courtesy and 
good humor always disarmed hostility and won tlle respect and 
confidence of the memlJersbip of this body \Yithout regard to 
party. 

He \Yas alm1ys ready. Some of the !Jest speeches made by 
bim \\ere deliyered upon the spur of the moment. Circumstances 
arose in debate in .which an ans\Ter or elucidation of a situation 
seemed imperatiYe, and, whlle.he had made no preparation for tlle 
deliYery of a set speech, be was so full of his subject that he 
wa · 11repared to present the question at issue with tlle cleyer~ 
ness, !Strengtll, and polish of a carefully revised speech. 

Many instances of tllis faculty will occur to the memory of tile 
older Members with whom be long serYed. , 

But .:Ur. HI'l'T was not a man of many words. Excellent as he 
was as a speaker, he was a worker rather than n talket:. He 
gaye full adhesion to the statement of Thomas B. need: 

Boasters are worth nothing. Deeds at·e facts, and remain forever 
and ever. Talk -dies on the empty air. Better a pound of performance 
than a shipload of language. • -

Humor is the great safeguard to sanity. To the man wllo 
bas no. sense of humor . this bard, bleak world becomes intoler­
able. 1\Ir. lliTT was always ready to see the humorous side 
of all things. It was a great pleasure to listen to him when 
some of his friends would skillfully start and direct his con"cr­
sation into a channel of reminiscencE'. 

The period in which Lincoln liYerl was olie of stern responsi~ 
bility and involyed the gravest and gTeatest of questions. But 
there has been no time in our national life when American 
lmmor bas bad freer scope than in tliose stirring times. 
~o better exponent of the life and times of Lincoln and his 

contemporaries has been known to the present ·generation than 
RonEin R. HITT. 

:Mr, FOSS. Mr. Speaker, I too would lay a laurel at his feet, 
I met him when I first became a l\lember of this body. He was 
among the first to welcome me and that was one of the char­
acteristics of the man ; he bad a greeting for every newcomer 
here. I served with him through six Congresses and came to 
know him in an intimate way. I was at tlle train when be left 
this city for tlle last time to go to Rhode Island, "·llere be died. · 
He bad partially recovered from his illness and was in a. cheery 
and happy mood, and seemingly confident of complete restora­
tion. 

He was a man greatly beloyed for his gentle and kindly quali­
ties. He . was genial and generous, sl)arkling witll \Tit, and 
alJounding in deliglltful reminiscences-a. brilliant con\ersa.­
tionalist and a delightful companion. 

His career \vas a long and useful one to his country. He was 
a colaborer with the mighty Lincoln. Prom 1874 to 1881 he wa · 
first t:ecretary of the legation at Paris and was later trans-
ferrcLl to the State Department in '\ashington as A· ·istant Sec~ 
rebtry. He was afterwards elected to the Forty-Re-rentb Con~ 
gres:::. and continuously reelected to eacll successi\e .Congre ·s . 
He was cllairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs. and "·as 
an authority, the greatest in our country, on all questions of 
foreign relations. 

He was a .man of splendid ability, a great student, and when 
he addressed the House, although not often, he exhausted the 
subject with wonderful clearness and great power. He was 
frequently mentioned for higher offices in the gift of his Rtate, 
and was at times a candidate, but always ln his can,didncies 
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he maintained a ll.igh · dignity and took the position that the 
office ·lJould seek the man. To-day be is mom:ned by all those 
-who kne·w llim as a -warm and true friend. llis name is hon­
ored and respected e-.er_ywilere a one who brought great honor 
uj)OD tile State ·and nation which lle served. 

lie was a mru.l of great re.finemen( many accomplishments, 
faitilfuJ an:I true to the bighe. t onception oi' public duty and 
public tru t. 

"l\Ir. FULLER. :.ur. Speaker, I accept thls ·opportunity to pay 
my tribute to the memory of one wlw, in life, was my friend 
and in whose death I feel a l)er onal lo s. 

Was be your "friend? Then well you knew 
Ilis friendship was unfeignedly tru~. 

llonrnT R. HrTT was a typical American .gentleman, unlveT­
. ally liked by thm:e \'i·ho knew Ilim. Of Ilim it migllt well be 
saiu tilat " Tho e wllo knew him ·be t :loved l;lim most, and those 
"Who knew Ilim little lo\ed Ilirn mucll." He ·"Was -reared on the 
lH'O<.ld JU'airies of northern Illinois, but a few miles from ·my o\'i"n 
Ilome. His parents came with llim to Ogle . County, Ill.; when 
Ile was but 3 years of age. Tilere he grew to manhood, was ed­
ucnted in the public -scllools and Rock RiTer ·seminary (now 
called 1Uo11nt :\Iorris College). and at De Panw ni.,ersity. He 
took up the calling of a shorthand reporter and "Was one of the 
few wilo early became proficient in that calling. IIe reported 
for tile Cilicago 'l:ribune the celebrated debates between those 
tw-o Illinoi-s .giants, Lincoln and Douglas, in the campaign for 
the United States Senate in 1858. He ·was afterwards appointed 
official court reporter for the State of :plinois. 

In 18G7-G8 Ile made a ·h·ip abroad, visiting ·Great ·nritnin, 
the continent of Europe, "Egypt, n..nd the Tioly Land. In 18G8 
he 'became .private secretary to G01ernor Morton, of Indiana. 
Afterwards be "Was for everal years secretary of tile legation 
and charge d::rffaires at Paris, and in 18 1 became Assistant 
Secretary of State under James ·G. Blaine. ·In 1882 he FUS 
eJected to Cangress to succeed to the \acancy caused by -the 
ueath of tile llon. R. M. A. Hawk, n..nd was reelected to eacil 
succeeding ongress until the -pre ent ·Congress. During the 
ten years _preceding my first eJection to this Bouse, in 1902, 
.Mr . .llrtiT 1·epresented my Ilome county, wilicb was ihen a p:ut 
of his di h·ict, · and for twenty years be Tepresented the ·adjoin­
·ing county •of Winnebago, now in ·my district. During that ·time 
I came to :know him Tery well indeed, and tile better I knew 
Jlim the more I aclmjred llin1 for .his ability and Ilis great 
qualities of bead and .heart. In .all his political career no 
taint attached to n..ny official act of his; the .finger of suspicion 
e\en \'!·as never pointed at him. In a ll the Te1ations of life 
he \Yas :~.\bat ha been termed "tile noble ;t work oi' God,' .an 
.honest man. l ha11pen to know fuat other, and what might be 

ailed "higher," political Ilonors might ha-.;-e been ·his had he 
been "Willing to do "What some men deem legitimate in order 
to obtain such honors. His li.onor "\\US .dearer to him than rmy 
political preferment, and the consciousness of having main­
tained tilat honor unstained was his to the end of life. 

Tllo e wilo serTed with him through a longer part of the 
t"Wenty-four years of his Eer>ice in tlli£ Honse tilan I are bette::.· 
qna·iified to speak of his work llere; 'I know that his work "WaS ap· 
11reciatecl and recognized as of tile greatest \alue to the whole 
country. On questions .relating to our •foreign affairs he was an 
acknowledged aut-hority. I saw enough of him here to k110w 
tllat, wbile lle did not speak often, he neYer lacked for re-

.. 11ectfuJ attention wilen Ile bad ~nytiling to say, and be ne-.;-er 
intruded -llirnself upon tile attention of the House unless be did 
llaTe something to say. I beard hi great speech in defense of 
the course of the Adminish·ation in the matter of the acquisi­
tion of the canal strip across the Isthmus of Punama; and the 
.recognition by til is Go\ermnent ·of the new Republic of Panama. · 

· It wn a masterly argument and one tilat, it seemed to me, 
mu t carry conviction to every fair-minded man who heard it. 
1-Iis knowledge of inte.rnationaJ -law and .precedent "Was, at len ~ t, 
equal to that of any etber man in the nation. When such a 
man uepar ts the counh·y mouTns. But in the country at large 
we ha\e learned to know that tile life of no one man is of -.;-ery · 
great consequence. " God moTes in a mysterious way H is 
'vonders to perform." Millions of flag may float at half-mast 
to-day for tile lo s of one upon "Wilom "We baTe looked as a great 
and almost inaispensable lendeJ.'; but to-morrow those same flags 
will float as Iligb us ever. 'l'lle great "WOrld "Will mo-.;-e on, the 
progress of the nation -y;·ill ·IJe stayed, if at all , only for a mo­
ment. Instinctively "We turn our faces a-n·ny from the tomb ana 
take up anew the ordinary pursuits of •ille. Howe\er great or 
strong or mighty, however exalted in position -or power .or 
H::!.hievements, "Whaten~r .of :fame or wealtll be .may haTe pos-

sessed, death, the great leveler, reuuces lligll and low alike to 
dust, and ·but a memory or an example remains. 

The places of tile departed are fillet1, eYen as tlle ·waters of 
the ea. cover O\er and le\e1 the space where a lli}) ba gone 
do"Wn. The greatest monument tllat any man can rear foT 
llinrelf, or lea\e to mark the place . tllat be lJas filled in tile 
n·orld, is that in his time, in tile age a.ncl generation in "Which 
lie lived, Ile mnde the mos·t of his opportunitie ; that, considering 
his environment, as Ile was giTen to· ee tile rigllt, he ditl tlw 
best lw could. Measm·ed by tilis standard nonERT n. RITT left 
a pricele. s legncy to ilis family and friends; a legacy in n'Ili ch 
his legion of friends all bare. He Jiyed in an age of the great­
est achievements, of the grondest times tlJe -n·orld bas e\er 
kno"Wn. Jle ·knew an<I was intimately a sociated witll many 
of the greatest men of tile periotl in wllich Ile li\ed. He was 
the friend and a ociate .of Abraham Lincoln, Eliilu B. Wa:-h­
burn, John .A. Logan. Jame~ G. Blaine, 'l'llomas ll. need, .. 'elson 
Dingley, William .McKinley, and a lwst of oilier leader. of 
tllougbt and nction in .thejr clay and generation, a ll of wllorn 
preceded Ilim to the otiler bore, that far-off country from ''"bich 
none lla ve ever Teturned. 

.iUr.' HITT "'-as a Uepublican and participated in the aclJiCYe­
ments and the glory of tilat .great organizatron from the day of 
its birth to the day of his death. Yet he was not a hidebound 
pal.'i:isan and llis friends were by no merrns limited to the mem­
bers of his O\Tn party, !Jut . were to be found in tlle r anks of. a II 
parties. Tie was great enough and broad enou"'b to r ecognize tbe 
good in those "Who differed with him in political belief, and Ile 
had tlle respect and esteem of a ll who knew Ilim, regardle s of 
party affiliations. 1 remember "·en an incident Ile once re­
la ted to me of an occurrence at Paris 'wllile be was connected 
\'i"itll :the American legation there. A prominent . D emocratic 
Ieruber of · ongress was vi Lting in Paris and -e:l.--pressed to l\Ir. · 

Eirrr his cle~ire to meet the great Frem::h ·statesmnn Gambetta. 
Mr. Urn rn·ent with him and inh·ocluced him to Gambetta . In 
Fr::mce, especially at that time, party feeling r an high and mem­
bers of one political party were not apt to be on term of per­
anal friendship with tllose of the oppo. ing party. GamiJetta 

expre' ed surprise tha·t 1\fr. HrTT, a Republican, should intro­
duce as lJi fri end a prominent mP.mber of the Democmtic 
party, nnd he said : 

X!r. HrTT, I do not understand .this. 'How is it that you, ·whom I 
know to lJe .a :Republicnn, lnti·oduce to me as yom· f riend a gentleman 
whom I know very w·eJl by reputation us a prominent Democmt? I 
do not nndeTstand it at all. 

Oh-
Replied Mr. BITT-· 

in om· country we do not let political differences in terfere at all in 
matters of personal friendship . This gentleman is my friend, and 
although we do not celieve· alike on mere matter•s of politics we are yet 
alike in love of our common .country and loyalty to its flag . 

1\ith a magnificent gestu1•e of commendation Gambetta r<'­
plied: 

B cb0ld, the ideal Republic ! 
And in that Te~pect, thank God, it is ideal, and nm·tlJ nn1l 

Btmtil," east and west, ·everywhere, from the Great Lakes to tlle 
Gulf and from the rocky shore of ~ ·ew Englru)d to tile golden 
~~ltc of the Pacific-aye, .from the frozen regions of Alaska to 
the un-kissed islands of the soutllern seas-we are one people, 
with one flag floating over us, glorying in a common heritage 

· aml going forw.ard .to a common destiny, which we belie\e un­
der God, ·"ill be mo-re grand and glorious than anytiling the 
woTld bas e\er known. 

In the Ul1building of this great nation, now in the Tery fore­
front among the mos t civilized and 11rogressivc nations of 1llc 
cartll, RonERT R. HrTT wns a fuctor and clid his part among the 
patriotic and IJl'Ogrcs~i,·e lenders of llis time: He "Will L>e 
mi sed in tbe sphere of n efulne s where llis counsel and llis 
work was of value to tile nation; be "Will be missed in the· great 
di trict be so long and o ably repre ented; be "Will be missecl 
by the thousands of loynl friends who admir~d, respected, and 
lo>ed Ilim. Xo more -..-vill his yoice be beard in tllis Chamber. 
SC'llolar, diplomat, statesman-his labors for lli s country and 
for humanity nre ended. Kind. genial, companionable mnn-llis 
\irtues and his example remain with u . It is a pleasure to 
l;e!ieye tila.t d-catil does not end all; that in tlle language of the 
poet-

There's a land that is faiJ:er than day; 
That out fi·lends baye not gone from us forever, but that- · 
In the -swoet by-and-by we sba:Il meet on that beautiful shore-

Where there it> no more orrow, or death, or parting. \\here 
all tllat is best in man survi\es and a ll tllat is unwortily is 
left forever behind; wllere the \Yeakne.·ses and the jealousies 
and the animosities of this life fade into insignificance and aJ'e 
for.gotten. 

. . 
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The seas are quiet when the \Yinds give o'et•; 
So calm are we when passions are no mot·e: 
For then we lmow how vain it was to boast 
Of fleeting things too certain to be lost. 

louds of affection from our younger eyes, 
Conceal that <.'mptine s which age descries. 
The soul's dark cottage, battered and decayed, 
Lets in new light through chinks that time has made; 
Stronger· by weakness, wi"et· men become, . 
As they draw near to their eternal borne. 
Leaving the old, both worlds at once they view, 
That stand upon the threshold of the new. 

l\Ir. LOWDEN. 1\lr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
Members . desiring to do so may ha ''e lea ye to print. 
· The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, it will lJe so or­
dered. 

There was no objection. 
· The SPEAKER. Under ·the resolution heretofore adopted the 
Hom:e stands adjourned until to-morrow at 11 o'clock. 

Accordingly (at 1 o'clock p. m.) the House adjourned until 
1\fonday, February 18, 1907, at 11 o'clock a. m. 

SENATE. 

l\1oNDAY, FebJ'ttary 18, 1907. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. EDWARD E. HALE. 
The Secretary pro<:eeded to read the Journal of the pro­

ceedings of Saturday last, when, on reque t of 1\Ir. ScoTT, and 
by unanimous con ent, the further reading was dispensed with. 

The VICE-PRESIDEKT. The Journal stands appro\ed. 

FINDINGS BY THE COURT OF CLAI fS. 

The VICE-PRESIDE~T laid before the Senate communica­
tions from the as istant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans­
mitting certified copies of tile findings of fact filed by the court 
in the following cau es: . . 

In the cause of E. P. Cheronlng, administrator of :Kelles 
Clleroning, deceased, v. The United States; 

In the cause of the Trustees of the Loudon Street Pre by­
terian Church, of Winchester, Va., v. Tbe United States; 

In the cause of the Trustees of the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church of 1\fount omfort, Ark., v. Tbe United States; 

In th~ cause of the Trustees of St. Jobn's EpisGopal Churcb at 
Cbarleston, ,V, Va., v . The nited States; 

In the cause of the Presbyterian Church at Keyser, W. Va., v. 
The United States; and 

In the cause of Kathan F. EU.monds, administrator. of Henry 
Show, deceased, -z:. The United States. 

The foregoing findings were, wifh the accompanying papers, 
referred to the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

VISITORS TO NAVAL ACADEMY. 

Tbe· VICE-PRESIDENT appointed· l\fr . . GALLINGER and l\lr. 
MARTIN members of the Boanl of Visitors . on the part of the 
Senate to attend the next allllua l examination of cadets at the 
Na-\al Academy · at Annapolis, ~Id., under the requirements of 
the act approved February 14, 1879. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOCSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. \V. J. 
BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had 
agreed to the concurrent re. olution of the Senate relative to 
the action of tile Speaker of the House of Representati\es ancl 
the Vice-Pre ident of the United States in signing the enrolled 
bill (S. 1160) to correct the military record of John 1\fcKinnon. 
alias John Mack, with an amendment; in which it requested 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

The message also announced that the. House had agreed to 
tile report of the committee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Hou es on the amendment of the House to 
the bill ( S. 1726) entitled "An act making provision for con\ey­
ing in fee tbe piece or strip of ground in St. A.ugustine, Fla., 
knon-n as 'The Line ,' -for chool purposes." 

The me sage further announced that the Hou e had passed 
the follon-ing bills, in whicb it requested the concurrence of 
the Senate : · 

H. R. 219..f1. An act relating to the entry and disposition of 
certain lands in tbe State of Kebraska; 

H. H .. 23391. An act to change the time pf holding the United 
States district and circuit courts in the eastern district of North 
Carolina, and providing for the appoinhnent of a clerk of the 
courts at ' Vashington, N. C. ; 

H. R. 25234. An act permitting the building of a dam across 
Rock . River at Lyndon, Ill.; and 

.H. R. 25472. An act to fix the limitation applicable in certain 
cases. . 

The message also announced that tbe House had agreed to 
the report of the committee of conference on the disagreeing 
\otes of the tn-o Houses on the amendment of the House to the 
bill (S. 4403) to amend an act entitled "An act to regulate the 
immigration of aliens into the United State ," approved Marcb 
3, 1903. . 

The message further transmitted resolutions of the Hou e 
commemorative of tile life and public services of Bon. RoBERT 
R. HITT, late a Representative from the State of Illinois. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

Tbe message also announced tbat the Speaker of the House 
had signed the follon-ing enrolled bills; and they n-ere there­
upon signed by the Vice-President: 

S. 66!>1. · An act granting to the Columbia Valley Railroad 
Company a right of way through Fort Columbia :Military Reser­
vation, at Scarborough Head, in the State of ·washfngton, and 
through the United States quarantine station in section 17, 
township 9 north, range 9 west of Willamette meridian, in said 
State of Washington, and for other purposes; · 

S. 7211. An act to amend an act entitled "An act to amend an 
act to construct a bridge across tile 1\Iissouri RiYer at a 11oint 
beh"Veen Kansas City and Sibley, in Jackson County, :Mo.," ap-
proved .1\Iarch 19, 1904 ; · 

S. 7515. An act to autborize the :Missouri River Improvement 
Company, a Iontana corporatien, to consh·uct a dam or dams 
aero s the Missouri River; 

S. 8288. An act authorizing and empowering the Secretary of 
War to locate a rigbt of n-ay for and granting the same and a 
right to operate and maintain a line of railroad througb the 
Fort Wright Military Re erYation, in the State of Wasbington, 
to the Portland and Seattle Railn-ay Company, its successors 
and assigns; 

H. R. 1778. An act granting a pension to Jefferson L. Jennings; 
H. R. 1887. An act granting a pension to Joseph Brook ; 
H. R. 3507. An act to correct the military record of George H. 

Keating; 
H. R. 4678. An act granting an increase of penison to John F. 

Casper; · 
H. R. W13. An act granting a pension to Helen Goll ; 
H. R. 8816. An act granting a pension to 1\Iary Schoske; 
H. R. 11535. An act granting a pension to .1\Iargarette R. 

Bacon; 
H: R. 14777. An act granting a pension to 1\Iary A. Clark; 
H. R. 15189. An act granting an increase of pension to Sidney 

S. Skinner; 
H. R. 15197. An act to correct the military record of Arthur 

,V. White; 
H. R. 15353. An act granting an increase of pension to Abbie 

J. Bryant; 
H. R. 15965. An act granting an increase of pen ion to Stepben 

Gangwer; 
H. R. 16020. An act granting an increase of pension to .Andrew 

Brink; 
H. R. 16046. An act granting an increase of pension to Dayid 

Province; 
.II. R. 16181. An act granting an increase of pension to .Ann 

Rafferty; 
H. R. 16283. An act granting an increase of pension to AI·cbi­

bald H. R. Calvin ; 
H. R. 16.322. An act granting an increase of pension to George 

C. Limpert; 
H. R. 16340. An act granting an increase of pen ion to William 

I. Harris ; 
H. R. 16389. An act granting a pension to Jefferson Wilcox; 
H. R. 16391. An act granting an increase of pension to Willi_am 

Ja.ck~on; 

H. R. 16458. An act granting an increase of pension to Daniel 
,V. Gillam; 

II. R. 16487. An act ·granting an ·increase of pension to :Uartba 
Lavender; 

H. R. 16506. An act granting an increase of pension to Kate 
S. Church; 

H. R. 16698. An act granting an increase C'f pension to Henry -
H. Dayis; 

H. R. 16813 .. An act granting an increase ot pension to Cbarles 
Brumm; 

H. R. 16855. An act granting an increase of pen ion. to Milton 
Peden; 

H. R. 1G886. An act granting an increase of pension to Eliza­
beth A. 1\I urrey ; 
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